(LUZ enters. )

(To LESLIE:)
Your spoiled little Eastern filly sure needs some breaking in.
(Referring 1o Leslie:)
You don’t carry the blood of Texas. Vashti's the only one of you who belongs on a ranch. She knows

what a rancher needs, knows the way he likes his steak, knows the music he likes. She learned to play the



JORDY
[ went through the ranch’s books, the records of the land this morning,

(HE moves her head to face a certain position.)

R e YA

JORDY
Keep looking straight, past the oil rigs, follow my finger, look as far, as far as you can see, you’ll sec
something that looks like a big dot. I did this with a compass and a map this morning. You see a big dot?

PELE = o

JORDY
That dot’s a mesa, by that mesa was your family’s ranch. That is Aurelia Dolores.

Hell I’'m just making you cry.

IT-109

JORDY

1 for big cities, I kept wanting to ride out on the land, this
years ago, I'd have fallen in love with this land too. It's not easy to love. Dad

I was glad to be away from dad but I’'m not mucl
land. ITI"d come here 200
calls it heartbreak country.

. TUANE?,
s S e e "

JORDY
Hope some day | can.
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But we’re here, folks, to talk about The Blue Lacy Society.
(To AUDIENCE:)
A Blue Lacy’s a dog, a Texas original, and the name of my Society.

MUSIC 28: THE DOG IS GONNA BARK

This dog’s watchin’ every American who’s forgotten what it means to be an American, every politician
raisin’ our taxes, every union bustin’ up American business, every Park’s Department takin’ your land
and makin’ it theirs. We’re protecting the values Paw taught me. [ pray you and [ have the strength to
protect this land.



The desert' indif o
| ¢ desert’s an indifferent pl"ace. Doesn’t give a damn if I'm here or not here. Makes no sense but
nowing that gives me a feeling of peace. Can see it doesn’t for you
(HE picks up his crate.) |

BICK
I’ve been coming here since I'm 17 looking for the desert to tell me things, give me answers, You go to
enough Sunday School you expect that. What [ found was deserts ask more questions than they answer.
Figuring that out made me able to lose myself, get loose of myself for a while here.

“ERESHE
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BICK
Maybe it’s how I say things. You never understand me.

, BICK
I’ve changed. God damn changed too much and 1 don’t like w

! - o hat I see in myself. What I'm telling you
what ’'m saying is, you've a right to Took for something new, s

BiC
Leslie... K

(The sunrise places long shadows on the mountains. It's an amazing mixture of colors. BICK 's
thoughts don't come out easily:) . | |

(BICK has never said this before:) . 4
When | die, my land’s going to be a park, protected, not dug up for more oil or turn’ed into golf courses.
Hell, Palm Springs used to be a wide spot in the road a couplle of years ago. Money’s gon?g to do '
anything it takes to stop me. It’ll be the fight of my life for oil’s going to call the shots for a long time.
And you're what I need to make all that happen. That’s my daydream.

BICK o
The morning light makes that weed look like a flower. We’re making love in this light. Do you know
that?
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D._ay came when Ma couldn't teach me anything new. | wanted to go to Europe, study with lLeschinsky in
Vienna. Ma gave me that too. The Maestro wanted nothing to do with you if you couldn't play a pair of
Czerny études with perfect control. | made damn sure | could.

I was told to come home. | caught the boat from Le Havre so | could b.e in Paris for.New Year's Eve. New
Year's Eve of 1899. 1 met Claude Debussey at the Café de Flore that night. | gave him tl?e last of.myh
allowance. We made cocktails out of three liquors: yellow, green, and red. They stayed in layers in the

glass.

BAWLEY .
Whole family was at the train station when 1 got in. A big rumpus. The whole family. You thought 1
wanted to run a faro wheel or marry a Mexican.

BAWLEY
Takes a lot of courage to say no to the patriarch. Your son's got more courage than [ ever had,



JUANA

I don’t know what he knows anymore. H is tr i
s, Bl ons e y - He walks to this tree every morning. He doesn’t speak. He still

(POLO doesn 't respond. JORDY looks up at the tree.)

YORDYS
L

JUANA

[t’s an anacua.

RO

JUANA
You call them trash trees. You don’t plant them. But this tree does everything. The little berries fall down
and feed the chickens, the leaves give you the coolest place 1o sit and, when they have flowers, it [ooks
like a cloud and smells beautiful. When the teacher calls us trash, I say 1'm an anacua. | can make food
for my children. I can—

o

THpppEEmews

RIS

<TORDV=

JUANA
It’s okay. There’s a song a girl | know sings all the time. “La vida no vale nada " Life isn’t worth
anything. 1 don’t think like that. Cause I’m going to make my moves. I'm gonna be a teacher.

MUSIC 22: THERE IS A CHILD

e — e

JUANA

[ only want to teach in Mexican schools.



ANGEL
He’s gonna put me in the red chair next to his chair and tell me how your mother say he have beautiful
eye lashes, how your mother find me crying as a baby, then a story about everyone in his family which is
five hundred people for four hundred years!
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walk with me,

(To JORDY:)
I'won’t get to see her alone before I go to camp, Army camp, to fight, to die for your country. [ may never
see her again! You’d let that happen to a friend? To your good friend. 7 amigo major.

W

ANGEL

No one here knows love!



LESLIE

Penny.
(HE looks up, not understanding what she means.)
For your thoughts.

_ LESLIE
No talking. No lovemaking. Why’d you bring me?

LESLIE
I can’t. ] can’t get in the car, go back, get in a tub and wash the sand off me, put on the right clothes for
whatever we’ve left undone at home. [ can’t go back to being a hostess for things | don’t believe in.

(SHE looks at him for a response.)

HiENd ot

LESLIE
I can’t go back to being Reata’s wife. When [ said yes, I said yes to being yours.

LTy
“RRERGT

LESLIE
You’re as self-preserving as that cactus. Nothing changes you.

LESLIE

Twenty-se .
y-seven years and all | know about you is what you need: Your land. Your ranch. Besides being

your wife, I don't know what [ am to you.

LESLIE
I’m closing down the cemetery in Benedict—

LESLIE

In one that buries Mexicans. Angel’s family drives three hours when they want to go to his %rave._ I'm
going to get the top lawyer in the county. Lew Motley’s going to find somcthmg illegal tljey re don_ng.
Fudging their taxes, something’s going to close them down. After that, I’m pouring the oil money into

new equipment for Jordy’s clinic, and for Juana’s school.

e
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i 4a. Did Spring Come to Texas (Reprise)
’ (Bick)
(10/1/12)
Music and Lyrics by
Michael John LaChiusa
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Giant 5. No Time For Surprises
Luz
u(ug/])z)

(cue:) LUZ:
I'll come East. (She hangs up.)

Moderato J: 110

it

03708720000

Music and Lyrics by
Michael John LaChiusa
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